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seen two Wila Kjarkenos kiss, on the lips or on the cheek, be they a cou-
ple, siblings, relatives, or parent and child; nor have I ever heard of anyone
kissing either. I cannot, of course, be sure of the fact that they never kiss,
but it certainly does not happen in public, or even in front of intimates,
nor do people talk about it. I have, however, seen people kiss lambs on
many occasions, just not humans. At any rate, this is not a culture where
sexuality and affection are publicly expressed, but it is not the case that
people are necessarily prudish or place a high value on sexual “virtue.”

Despite almost five hundred years of Catholic evangelization, virginity
is not valued among the people of Wila Kjarka. Everyone has sex before
they get married and often wait until they have several children to formal-
ize their union. There is no sense at all that men desire virgins in particular
or that girls are keen to preserve their virginity. Parents are not concerned
about their daughters losing their virginity, although they are concerned
that they may become pregnant before being in a stable union. The con-
cern of parents and youth alike is not so much about any physical purity,
which is such a dominant trope within orthodox Catholicism—in fact, I
would say that people have no sense at all of “physical purity"—but rather,
the ability to create a family and household in the correct way. After mar-
riage a couple is considered to possess the agency to produce children,
run their own household, and take up those communal offices and re-
sponsibilities. For Denise Arnold (2006: 129), it is the marriage ceremony
that functions as the spiritual birth of the person in Andean indigenous
cultures, but perhaps it is more accurate to see the life cycle as a series
of births and transformations, and it is only at death that one becomes
“truly” social. That is to say, being jaqi is a continual process, a series of
becomings without a clear beginning or end.

In the preceding discussion about personhood I have concentrated on
those elements that make the people of Wila Kjarka different from those
they call g'ara. But this very process of becoming a person also serves to
distinguish men from women; and it is not surprising that the process of
becoming and being jagi is similar to the process of becoming and being a
man and a woman. If Wila Kjarkenos, when asked how they are different
from qlaras, always begin with discussing how jagi and qlaras live differ-
ently, the very same is the case when discussing the difference between
men and women. That is to say, the primary mode of difference is what
people do, rather than what people are in some kind of absolute and un-
changing way; or, to put it another way, what people are as jaqi or gen-
dered people is a result of a series of actions and processes.

I have dealt with how people in Wila Kjarka understand gender in
greater depth elsewhere {Canessa 1997). When asked about the differ-
ence between men and women in Wila Kjarka I invariably receive in re-
sponse a list of activities that men and women do, in essence a division of
labor. In Wila Kjarka people do not now want (nor have they wanted in
the past) to have many children: Many pregnancies affect the health of a
woman; people are aware that the land cannot sustain a growing popula-
tion; and there are no descent groups that depend on having children. As
a consequence, what is valued in a woman as a prospective wife or indeed
more generally is her capacity to work, take care of animals and children,
and manage the household resources. Neither a woman'’s fertility nor her
sexuality is highly elaborated as part of her identity. In a similar way, it is
not a man’s fertility or sexual potency that is valued by a woman or her
family but his laboring power and ability to bring in resources.

Men and women are made; they become so as a result of their pro-
ductive activities. Gender is therefore iterative in the sense outlined by
Judith Butler (1993) and Henrietta Moore (2007). People in Wila Kjarka
are a very good illustration of this thesis because they explicitly talk about
gender as something that has to be performed through a set of activities:
Men plow, chop wood, and knit standing up; women weave, cook, and
sow. Some of these are related to much broader ideas of gender, a prin-
ciple of vertical and horizontal activities which relate to productive rela-
tions. Relations between men and women are informed by and equally
illustrate a much broader set of relations between older and younger, high
and low, from the celestial to the quotidian, as has been noted by many
anthropologists of the Andes. Some have suggested that there are multi-
ple genders in the Andes and that there are as many as ten (Rosing 1999),
but this appears to me to be a profound misunderstanding of how gen-
der operates. Gender is simultaneously a mode for men and women to be
in the world as it is a language for understanding a wide set of relations.
Relationships may be gendered, such as those of the upper moiety may
be "masculine” with respect to those of the lower moiety; this is not to
say, however, that members of different moieties have different genders as
suggested by Rosing,

When speaking of gender as performative, especially in a place such as
Wila Kjarka where gender relations are relatively egalitarian, one may get
the sense that it is somehow elective, that one can decide how, and even
which, gender to perform. In practice, as Butler (1990, 1993) is at pains to
point out, gender is performed within cultural systems the place strong



restrictions on what is acceptable. So even though it is accepted in Wila
Kjarka that men will cook and women will plow, this is only when there is
no person of the relevant gender who can do that job.

Even as it is true that people in Wila Kjarka are treated as genderless
when they are babies and gender is acquired over time, as part of the pro-
cess of becoming jaqj, it is also important not to forget that even though
genitalia are not seen as the root of gender differentiation they are indeed
the signals for assigning a gender to a child. In all human societies children
are assigned to a male or female gender on that basis; and even in those
societies where there is arguably a third gender, it is one which combines
attributes from the other two. Even though children are assigned to a gen-
der on the basis of their penises and vaginas, what this assignation actually
means varies enormously between cultures. In Wila Kjarka the process
through which one develops a gender through short, strong bodies for
men and women is the same as that which produces the difference be-
tween jagi and qara. One of the differences between jagi and q'ara is their
bodies; gendered bodies as products of nutrition, lifestyle, and activity. It
becomes impossible then to separate the process by which one becomes a
woman in Wila Kjarka from the process by which one becomes jagi.

Indigenous Andeans are not very sexually dimorphic: Men have lit-

tle body hair and typically cannot grow beards; men and women have
barrel chests and narrow hips, and they also do not differ considerably
as much in musculature as do other populations. Although it is true, for
example, that men in Wila Kjarka can, on average, carry heavier loads for
longer than can women; it is also true that Wila Kjarka women regularly
carry loads across their backs up the mountain that men from the cities
would have difficulty lifting, Well-fed teachers have a very uncomfortable
time walking from the road to the central school in nearby Choquepata,
even with very small backpacks, whereas even people well into their six-
ties from Wila Kjarka and other communities walk this route with very
little difficulty and considerable loads.

As a consequence ofbeing born and growing up in Wila Kjarka, babies
become jagi women and men whose gender and ethnic identities are vis-
ible on their bodies: strong arms and legs from working in the fields and
walking up mountains; dark skin from being in the sun; lean frames from
the physical activity and low fat diet; short stature because of nutritional
deficiency; and the many other marks of being a rural peasant. These
identities become, quite literally, embodied.

BECOMING OLD

People continue to have children until they are into their forties. ﬂon.
many women, repeated pregnancies means calcium deficiency m:a, loss of
teeth as well as the other tolls of breastfeeding and taking care of infants.
It is not surprising then that women in their forties look much o,Ew_. nru_:
one might suspect. Nevertheless, this is often the most u.m:@m__ time in
people’s lives: They have status within the community, o_,mmu mr_Ewm: can
help with tasks, and men typically spend much more time in the Q.::,
munity than before. In recent years, however, the demands of schooling,
which have been extended from three to six years and beyond, mean that
parents can rely less on their children for help and, for the unfortunate,
their forties and fifties comes with widowhood.

For women, the most common cause of death is that caused by com-
plications in childbirth, and for men there are a host of illnesses and min-
ing accidents to consider. In the past, and sometimes ﬂom....ﬁ DESH people
could rely on their youngest son to take care of them until they died; but
this has now become an exception rather than the rule, as young men
leave their community to seek their fortunes. In Wila Kjarka, apparently
more often than other neighboring communities, a significant number of
young men return sooner and stay longer, and Wila Epls‘m.ioﬁ a wSE.m
population with many children, whereas many communities are domi-
nated by the very old. .

There is, of course, no retirement in Wila Kjarka, and people continue
to herd and farm until their bodies give up on them. Every household is
expected to contribute to communal labor tasks such as road building or
maintaining irrigation ditches, and this includes the single ro:ma.ro_n_m of
the very old. So, for example, in 2006 when the community vE: a new
irrigation channel, every household had to be represented; this included
Teodosio, who was in his nineties, as well as many other old people who
were still expected to wield a pick and shovel. What is perhaps surprising
is that even the very elderly made a positive contribution to the work; that
is, they offered much more than simply token effort.

Zm.sw people find themselves alone, sometimes tragically. Francisca
Condori, one of the oldest women in Wila Kjarka and an absolute mono-
lingual, was someone I visited regularly. I have always enjoyed vm_, sense
of humor and smile, but the last decade of her life has been especially hard
since the death of her youngest son and husband on the same day.



Young and old, men and women, work together

on this new irvigation ditch,

This is how it happened. | had a cow and my son used to herd it along
with the sheep. Then one day the cow went high up the mountain and
fell. His father told me I should scold him, “He has taken the cow high
up the mountain and it has fallen.” Then the boy, thinking we were going
to scold him, poisoned himself. He came back with a;,,mrmm? zxw n?m
was not with him, just the calf. The cow often escapes, so | thought it had
escaped. He entered the house and started doing something with water
as if here were about to wash himself, but he was, in fact, ﬁ.ﬂ.%m::w the
m.cmmo:. Hetookit, and [was left alone. We tried to cure him, but we could
o nothing. Then I told his father: “You scolded him, vou told me to s
him; that is why he poisoned himself” This is what w.,.mmi HM_MWMH_MMW
.J”,_:: strange words to me as my son lay dead. He said he would be blamed
for the death. He had bought Folidol in a bottle to kill the worms that
infect the potatoes. He hadn't told me that he had bought this medicine.

He brought it out of his pocket and drank it; he died immediately. Peo-
ple came, but they could not do anything; he died very quickly. And this
is how 1 remain alone. The people criticize me: “You must have scolded
him; this is why he killed himself” This is why 1 cry now. It has been ten
years since his death, [ cannot forget: I continue to lament his loss; my
head spins and 1 go around directionless. This is why I cry so much.

Francisca’s brothers and sisters are all dead or moved away, and al-
though she has sons and daughters in Wila Kjarka, she lives alone with
her sheep. “1 go with my sheep up into the mountains. I go crying after
my sheep.” Her children cultivate her fields and bring her some food, but
Francisca often goes hungry. She laments that all she has are her sheep:
“My parents taught me how to care for sheep since I was a child. If 1 didn't
have my sheep, what would I do? I would cry more.” But many times 1
would visit her, waiting for her to return with her sheep from the moun-
tains, seeing her cold and wet and exhausted and utterly miserable. She
remembers the days of her youth when she could carry heavy loads and
walk for a whole week to trade foodstuffs in the yungas, sleeping wherever
nightfall found them, and then walk a week back. She clearly has fond
memories of those days when she could carry a quintal (approximately
forty-six kilograms) on her back without any difficulty, and she also re-
members the fun they had: “There was a place called the Knotted River
(Chinujawira) and a lot of water came down that river. Sometimes the
young men would grab the young women and would bathe in the river.
Holding/grabbed on to each other that is how they bathed (katuntat, ka-
tuntat ukham wanusiphiri uman) and we also cooked on the river bank,
sometimes sleeping in caves . . . We walked through the jungle [liter-
ally “the center/inside,” taypi], we walked through the forest, under and
through the trees. That is how we walked. Sometimes it rained very hard
and we had nothing to cover ourselves with other than animal skins . ..
Now we have nylon sheets, but not in those days.” There is some ambigu-
ity here because katuia can mean simply to hold someone or something
but also to grab or trap, as in fishing (chawlla katufia), but at any rate Fran-
cisca is no longer being held or grabbed by anyone: Now she is old and
tired, she says, and has no strength and her feet hurt when she walks.

There are many single-person households in Wila Kjarka, all occupied
by widows and widowers. In the past, the youngest son would remain in
the parents’ house until they both died, but now young men almost in-
variably spend their twenties in military service and trying to earn money.
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Sometimes, however, an elderly parent may live with her children. This was
the case with Remegio Patty’s mother. Francisca Fuentes was her name,
and she hailed from the community of Chiyakani in which many mistis
lived. Her surname, Fuentes, suggests a Spanish forbear, but she appears
to have been born, and certainly lived, as a jagi. [ affectionately knew her
as Awicha (Grandma). Her children and grandchildren, however, showed
little affection for her, and she was tolerated at best. In fact, when Remegio
rented a small house in Sorata, he sent his mother to live there, giving her
just about enough food to survive. Still, whenever I visited her during the
Saturday market, she was clearly very hungry as well as lonely. Awicha was
old when I knew her and was unable even to herd animals any distance
from the village. She was a little senile and prone to lamenting her miser-
able life, but, unlike many older people, she still spent time looking after
herself and making sure her hair was clean and properly braided.

[t 15 not oy

s old women who end up alone but men, too. Teodosio,
the shaman, has lived alone for many years and survived both of his wives.
One of his granddaughters helps with food sometimes, and he can earn
money through curing people. Others such as Marcelino Misme not only
sutfer the loss of their wives—in his case to tuberculosis—but have the

added burden of grandchildren to take care of. He has two young boys
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From Fetuse

Tiwe houses in Wila Kjarka. The hi

and two plows on the balcony. The house on the right shows a more modern |

. . 2 UG IR S
with a corrugaled iron roof, but with no 1oke comes out the door rather

living with him, Nestor and Angel. Angel’s parents are both a?ﬁ. but
Nestor's parents live in La Paz, unwilling or unable to take care of him.
Of his five children, none lives in Wila Kjarka, and he has to find the re-
sources to put his grandchildren through school. Marcelino cooks for his
grandsons in an older style kitchen—a simple hearth with a thatched roof
M:& exposed on all sides. In winter it can get very cold cooking outside as
the fire does not let off much heat. As is the case with so many old people,
Marcelino is sad. He is sad as he recounts the loss of his wife and children
and the fact that those who survived live far away. He clearly finds bring-
ing up his two grandsons something of a burden, but he shows very little
resentment and, for their part, they take care of their grandfather as best

they can.
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Marcelino and his grandsons are the only Protestants in Wila Kjarka,
and he converted in 2004 after a bout ofillness. He prayed and was healed,
and since then he has been an evangelical. Marcelino looks forward to
Judgment Day, when he will fly with wings and not have to work the fields
any more. Most Wila Kjarkefios, however, do not believe in Judgment
Day, and for them death is a journey to another world where they will
become ancestral spirits.

DEATH

Death is both feared and not feared in Wila Kjarka. In the contemporary
West there is a profound fear of death and corpses but not of the dead
themselves: The odd teen horror flick notwithstanding, most people do
not fear the spirits of the dead. In Wila Kjarka it is the exact opposite:
People do not have the slightest problem seeing or touching corpses or
digging up their remains; in contrast, when someone dies, there is a real
and palpable fear of his or her spirit returning in a malicious way. Much
of funerary ritual in Wila Kjarka involves ensuring that corpse and spirit
together travel to the land of the dead.

Burial is important. When my friend Germin was washed away in a
flash flood, there was no question that we would look for him despite his
young wife’s wails that German was not dead and would return alive. As
she asserted her determination to go to Achacachi and find a powerful
shaman, a chiamakani. who would return him, seven of us followed the
river down to find him. At the time, [ half-believed Germin’s young wife:
How could someone so bright and vital die so swiftly crossing a stream?
But that had surely been his fate. It took us three days to find German’s
body; the search involved a lot of dangerous climbing up, down, and
across embankments and cliffs as we scoured the river, But found him we
did, broken and bloated on the rocks. It took us another three days to
get him back in a makeshift stretcher. His body had begun to decompose,
and liquid poured from every orifice; but no one doubted that he had to
be found and returned. By the time we got him home he quite frankly
stank, yet no one (apart from me) seemed to be disturbed by the smell, let
alone horrified at the decomposing corpse that no one shrouded until we
returned to the village. On that occasion, certainly, the hard alcohol was
very welcome, and on that night I made my first coffin. I was more upset at
this funeral than any other I attended in Wila Kjarka. German was an ex-
ceptionally intelligent man who was committed to staying in Wila Kjarka,

Lol

Carrying the corpse at a trot. The bearers run fast and m coreles so that the spirit of the

;
dead may not find its way back,



154 Y Chapter Four

and I thought then, perhaps foolishly, that if he stayed instead of migrat-
ing to the city or the yungas, there was some future for the community.
Germin was also a friend. Among other things, he taught me how to knit,

The death of an adult, any adult, is a communal affair in Wila Kjarka,
Every (living) adult arrives at the house of the deceased for at least some
part of the day and night and usually until dawn. People drink and talk,
and cry and laugh. When people first enter the room where the corpse is
laid out they may offer a prayer, but otherwise the deceased is generally
ignored. On my first funeral in Wila Kjarka I recall sitting on the edge
of a bed for many hours in a room dimly lit by candles. It was only after
some considerable time, when I leaned back to be more comfortable and
found my elbows on something soft and lumpy, that I realized the dearly
departed Domitilio Mamani was laid out behind me.

The night is long and by dawn most women and almost all the men
are drunk. As the sun rises some men begin to construct the coffin. The
coffin is a simple affair—a box with a lid to contain the corpse. But evena
simple coffin becomes a challenge when one is very drunk, and mistakes
are made. Mistakes are generally not made apparent until the coffin is at
the graveside because the coffin is taken to the grave without the corpse,
who arrives later, carried on a stretcher.

The corpse is brought out and tied to two long poles, and the com-
munity assembles around it. There is more drinking and, as is the custom,
men offer their drink (usually cane alcohol) to all the other men assem-
bled and then to the women. In a similar fashion, coca and cigarettes are
distributed. Before the corpse one of the family members lays out an
inkuna (a woven cloth made from llama wool) and spreads out the coca
and cigarettes. A blessing is made for the deceased, and then all the men
take coca and a cigarette, consuming both in honor.

Coca is most clearly associated with dead spirits: It is the shaman’s
key tool in communicating with the achachilas and is a basic element in
any offering to the dead. The achachilas are also known to like cigarettes.
When the rains are hard and prolonged, one sometimes comes across a
skull on a wall with a lit cigarette in its jaw. Normally only the most adept
shamans communicate with the dead through skulls, but common people
use skulls to placate the dead and ask them to ease up on the rains. As well
as being the moral guardians of the community, the achachilas are most
closely associated with rain.

Once prayers have been said, coca chewed, and cigarettes smoked,
two men lift the stretcher on their shoulders and start running to the
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cemetery. They run at a swift pace, but not in a straight line, and meander
and twist and turn at every possibility. This has two functions: the first is
to confuse the spirit were it to try to return to the village along the same
route; the second is to allow everyone to catch up. The bearers are known
as jiliri and sullka, older and younger brother, which are also the terms
used for a team of oxen as they plow a field. People talk of the carrying of
the corpse to the cemetery in the same way as they talk of plowing, and it
is for this reason that the cofhin goes ahead: In a coffin the corpse cannot
be plowed back into the cemetery lands. Men take it in turns to “plow,”
but with the lack of sleep, the twisting and turning, and the prodigious
amount of alcohol it is fairly common for all three, bearers and corpse, to
fall and even roll down the mountain side. This is received with neither
dismay nor humor, and the corpse is simply retrieved, hoisted up again,
and sent on its way. This manner of traveling to the cemetery is another
marker of the difference between jagi and q'ara, as the latter are under-
stood to always travel in a coffin,

The community follows in a long column until all arrive at the cem-
etery, where the coffin is waiting. The cemetery is small but intention-
ally so, in the sense that everyone is supposed to be buried close together.
S&rmn a new grave is being dug, other corpses are inevitably produced.
Again, there is no horror or distress as bodies are dug up in varying stages
of decay, and people watch and make matter-of-fact comments as they
wait for the hole to be completed: “Oh, look, I remember that sweater;
that is little Ricardo’s, isn't it? Oh yes ... !” Bones are set aside and rebur-
ied, although skulls may be kept for those rainy season moments when
they may be needed for rituals.

As the grave is being dug the corpse is left unattended next to or in
the coffin as people continue to drink. As I suggested above, one of the
consequences of the inebriate construction of coffins is that they may not
turn out exactly as envisaged. In the case of Domitilio, the coffin was too
short so when he was laid in his head didn't fit. So the head was pushed
down, but then his knees came up. So his knees were pushed down and
then his head popped up . .. This went on for some time until it was de-
cided to lay the lid with three men sitting on it while it was hammered in.
But someone had stolen the hammer. It turns out that the owner of the
hammer, Gerénimo (Francisca’s husband), was annoyed with Domitilio’s
son for usurping his position in the flute band and had liberated him of
his hammer. A chase then followed for the hammer, which, despite be-

ing wielded menacingly, was retrieved. But before the coffin lid could be
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The entire community follows,

securely attached Gerénimo kicked the coffin, sending its occupant roll-
ing down the mountain.

Domitilio was recovered and reoccupied his position in the coffin,
which was duly hammered shut with three men sitting on it, and Domit-
ilio was finally Jaid to rest, but not before placing in :ﬂm cofhin a bottle of
water, a bottle of k'usa (maize beer), and a sack of food, The s
contains potatoes and other tubers, as w
tunku, jampi tunku, and chiwita. These are for eating, making toasted maize
and making k'usa. Sometimes money is also included, as rﬁ_.mnwocm 52&.
along with food, may be needed by the deceased in the land of the mmu&”
Before the coffin is closed, an arm of the corpse is sometimes exposed and
anumber of people come to ask favors of the deceased. Some ask the dead
".c communicate with recently deceased relatives. On one occasion, an in-
fertile woman asked the deceased to assist her in hav

ack usually
ell as three types of maize: muchu

ing children,
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When the grave had been filled in and the simple wooden cross laid on
top, a number of people began to cry and wail their laments. This was fol-
lowed by more drinking and coca chewing until finally everyone trooped
back to the village, where people stayed together until long after nightfall.

The drinking and chewing and smoking that accompany every as-
pect of the funeral are not incidental or indeed instrumental in the sense
that it helps people overcome their grief, although this may be a conse-
quence. Drinking and chewing and smoking are in themselves offerings
to the achachilas and a way of bringing the achachilas closer to people.
Thus are united the community, both the living and the dead; and it is
this understanding of community, one sustained by the achachilas that,
for many Wila Kjarkenos, makes their community different from mestizo
communities.

The dead are associated with darkness, but it is the confusing period
between day and night, the twilight, which causes people the greatest fear.
In the gloaming, the dead may become confused and leave their resting
place and bring illness and misfortune with them. Even after night has
fallen on the night of a funeral, people make sure to travel home in groups.

This period of anxious liminality continues until the eighth day after
the burial, the uchuria, when, once again, the adults of the community
assemble and drink through the night until the spirit of the dead person is
properly secured. But it is not, in fact, for three more years that the spirit
of the dead is properly reunited with the achachilas or, more accurately
that the spirit of the dead becomes one with the achachilas.

TODOS SANTOS

As in much of the Catholic world, the dead are remembered on the Feast
of All Saints, or Todos Santos. In Wila Kjarka, All Saints’, which falls at
the end of October, coincides with the coming of the rains, and it is the
achachilas who bring the rain.

Todos Santos takes place over three days. Adults who have died in the
previous three years are remembered in their homes as their families con-
struct altars laden with bread and products from the jungle such as sugar
cane, bananas, and flowers. The dead are believed to inhabit a world below,
where it is wet and from where the rains come. From Wila Kjarka one can
often clearly see the rain come up from the Amazon basin. Typical among
the breads that are baked are bread babies, which the dead are particularly
fond of eating. As was mentioned previously, newborns are particularly
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associated—in fact, intimately linked—with the world of the achachilas,
from whence they come, and are characteristically soft and wet. |
, On the second day of Todos Santos the whole community goes from
house to house where they are fed by the tamily. This is one occasion in

Vila Kjarka when people eat to excess with plate after plate of food be-
_:m thrust upon the guests. Once I learned that I could pass my cold and

reasy soup to the children behind me, atte nding such feasts became less
3 an ordeal.

On the third day all the altars are dismantled in their homes and reas-
sembled at the cemetery where the entire community arrives. Once again
there is an exc \ i e

o

; s of eating, and as people pray for the deceased they are
offered the food on the altar until it is all gone. People are ::mm?.»cma to
be eating for the dead, which is why the food on the altars often comes
from the lowlands, where the dead dwell. It is also sometimes the case
that the d .

easeds favorite foods are produced for con:

. umption.

Ihe human life cycle is then a process by which wet fetuses come into
the world and are progressively dried out until they become the drv bones
of the dead, who, in turn become hydrated, as it ,_,_..Wq_m. below the ,.f_cﬂm,mnm o_m
the earth and once again become part of the life- -giving, wet world of the
dead.

s all #h :
Once all the food has been eaten, a general prayer is said for all the

nel - .

ad and thus ends the celebration. Todos Santos is a process by whic
individuals are converted into achachil as, and there is a movement from
the individual to the collective: On the first day the dead are remembered

wrivately ir 2 Ja e ) - Toe
privately in their homes; on the second day the community comes to the
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home of the deceased; and on the third day the community, dead and
alive, assembles at the cemetery. The prayers also follow a similar pattern:
first for named individuals, m:g then for all the dead; and people are only
remembered and named as such for three years, after which they are re-
called as part of the collective dead.

In Wila Kjarka people do not worship their dead as named ancestors,
and very few people can remember beyond their grandparents” names;
but they do worship their dead as the collective achachilas. The cemetery

of Wila Kjarka is directly in sight of the biggest achachila of all, [llampu.
And this points to an apparent contradiction: How can the achachilas
be denizens of the manghapacha below as well as high mountains and
rain that falls from the sky? Even the highest mountain peaks are part of
the surface of the earth; all that is below that surface is the realm of the
achachilas and the other denizens of the manghapacha such as the chull-
pas, Inkas, and so on. And as the rain always comes up from the Amazon

’

basin, the rain visibly comes from below Wila Kjarka even if it ultimately
falls from above.

Human existence is dependent on the relationship between the worlds
of people living on the surface of the earth and the spirits below. From
below comes rain, ancestral authority, fertility, and life, in exchange for
which people must give fat, alcohol, llama fetus, coca leaves, cigarettes,

and other sacrificial offerings
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NATURE AND CULTURE

Wila Kjarkenos’ relationship with the m
tion of their closeness to nature, Since
its satellite cultures have thought of “primitive peoples” as being closer
to nature. In the age of Rousseau this implied a lack of corruption by ur-
ban vices, but in the contemporary age the idea of the “noble savage” has

transmogrified into the “ecowarrior,” fighting to protect nature from the
forces of global capitalism.

“Nature” and the “natural”

ountain spirits raises the ques-
Rousseau, people in Europe and

have alongand complexand even contradic-
tory history in European thought: Sometimes nature is to be conquered
and possessed, and other times it is to be preserved and even worshipped;
there is no shortage of people in the West who seek to have a mystical re-
lationship with “nature” In many cases people are inspired by indigenous
people who are understood to have a particular closeness to the natural
world. The reverence many indigenous people have for mountains and
streams and the earth would Appear to resonate very closely with Western
ideas of nature to be revered, but there is a profound difference between
the _‘m_n_.:.o:m_:ﬁm Wila Kjarkefios have with mountains and those of a con-

temporary new-age traveler or a E:m”ma:»r.nm:EJ. German romantic

Whether talking about “natural mmm:zmmn. “natural fibers,” “natural gas,”

or “natural desires™—as well as “nature” am:ozzm mountains, forests, and
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streams—"nature” is understood to be something that is ontologically
distinct from human cultural and social processes. The oil executive ex-
ploiting natural resources or the ecologist fighting that exploitation share
an understanding of nature as that which is beyond human intervention
and cultural production. Those who fight against their “natural tenden-
cies” or seek to release them similarly share an understanding that certain
feelings and emotions occur independently of what is learned through
culture. In both instances “nature” is logically opposed to “culture”; nature
is conceived of as a space or set of processes beyond human cultural and
social production. These ideas are so central to the way Westerners see the
world that it is sometimes difficult to conceive that it could be otherwise
(MacCormack and Strathern 1980). It will seem obvious to most if not all
readers of this book that if I am walking up a mountain along a solitary
path, I am in nature, and that if [ am walking down Broadway in New York
City, I am not. For people in Wila Kjarka, and indeed many other people
in the world, it is by no means obvious that this is so, and it is difficult for
people who are the products of European culture to understand why since
the idea of an urban, civilized, cultured existence (at certain times these
words have been synonymous) as opposed to a wild, uncivilized, and bar-
baric existence, goes back at least to the ancient Greeks. Even when the
bucolic charms of a rural life are contrasted with the vices of urban life,
there is still the clear sense of a division between nature and culture. In
Wila Kjarka no such division exists, whether positively or negatively val-
ued. So, for example, I sometimes like to go for long walks when I am in
Wila Kjarka. Taking some notes to write up or a book to read, I usually
walk up the mountain to get better views and to enjoy nature. | breathe
the fresh air, take in the scenery, and feel enriched by the experience. Such
behavior is bizarre to Wila Kjarkenos, although by now they have become
used to such eccentricities on my part. Initially people asked me if [ was
looking for gold or asked, in a puzzled way, “Do you think there is gold
up there?” since it would be quite unlikely to find gold up a mountain like
that. Others thought I was looking for buried chullpa treasure; and many
others who do not know me and occasion upon me on the path assume
that I'am a Protestant missionary seeking to save souls for Jesus. To walk,
up @ mountain, for pleasure, makes no sense whatsoever. Nor, inciden-
tally, does my pained expression when people casually throw trash into
a stream or just anywhere with no concern for the environment. People
in Wila Kjarka are intimately connected to the mountains and streams
and the land that sustains them; they are not, however, in the least bit
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close to "nature” since, for them, “nature” and the “natural” is not beyond
culture,

In his highly influential work, anthropologist Philippe Descola put
forward the idea of a “domestic nature,” La Nature Domestigue being the
title of his (1986) book about the Shuar of Ecuador. The English title, In
the Society of Nature (1994), has a slightly different sense but, either way,
Descola’s work attempts to break down a false dichotomy between the
social lives of people and the environment in which they exist. The Shuar,
according to Descola, have social relations with, for example, jaguars and
tapirs, and various kinds of vegetation; they are fully integrated into the
social lives of people. In some ways, though, it is a shame that he chose
to put "Nature” in the title of this wonderful book because I think it mis-
directs the reader and ultimately undermines his argument that there is
no such thing as “nature” for the Shuar. Descola doubtless fell into the
problem of translating very different cultural concepts into terms that are
intelligible to people who live in a very different culture.

Largely because of Descola’s work I have stopped referring to the
achachilas and other beings as “nature spirits.” The great mountain of II-
lampu, which rises so majestically behind Wila Kjarka, is an important
part of social life in Wila Kjarka, The people of Wila Kjarka make offer-
ings to the mountain god, and Illampu, in turn, brings rain. In a similar
way the earth goddess known as the pachamama is a regular part of Wila
Kjarkenos’ social life, and she is regularly invoked for the fertility of crops
and so on. The Inkas, the chullpas, the achachilas, the kunturmamanis,
and all the other denizens of the manghapacha are refractions of an en-
compassing matrix of forces to which humans are intimately related; jaqi
have a kinship relation with the mountain, the achachilas, and the Inkas
and chullpas too (although these may be conceived as rather more distant
relations).

Oommm@ca::.\c_ when Wila Kjarkenos walk through (and, of course,
they never go for “walks”) the lands, they have a profound intimacy with
every outcrop of rock, every distant peak, every area of flat land, all of
which have names—names given to them by the achachilas themselves,
As I have suggested above, this intimacy with the animated landscape is
one of the aspects of their lives that distinguishes them from q'aras, who
have no such relationship with the denizens of the manghapacha but,
rather, are imagined to be exclusively concerned with the deities of the
Alaxpacha, Jesus and God.
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Such a relationship is at the very core of Wila Kjarkenos' sense of per-
sonhood; it makes them who they are, and it makes them different from
qaras. But it is important to distinguish between this intimacy with ﬂ.rm
landscape and a concern for “nature.” As we have seen, contemporary in-
digenous leaders in Bolivia are not immune from the political pnqmn:o:m.
of espousing an idea of indigenous people as protectors or guardians of
natural resources, of being natural ecowarriors; but this sensibility does
not come from people like those who live in Wila Kjarka, who show mvm?
lutely no concern for trash being thrown in rivers, the deforestation of the

Amazon, or the exploitation of natural gas.

MAKING PERSONS, MARKING DIFFERENCE

Being a person—that is, a jagi—in Wila Kjarka is a continuous process of
becoming. One may view procreation then as a process by which an unso-
cialized creature becomes fully human and ultimately reaches the apothe-
osis of humanity: becoming merged with the ancestral spirits. Im:&.u lies
an important aspect of all ritual in Wila Kjarka: the suppression of indi-
viduality and the glorification of the community spirit. In this way, the
arbitrary incidence of birth is, over time, domesticated and regulated, and
it becomes integrated into the community spirit.

One of the more important aspects of this integration is the establish-
ment of a series of reciprocal relationships. This kind of relationship, para-
digmatically an exchange of labor, has been described by many researchers
as being one of the fundamental differences between true “people” and
others for, unlike jagi, exchanges with urban dwellers are described as be-
ing asymmetrical and often highly exploitative (see Allen 1988: 93; Isbell
1978; Mayer 1975, among others). This kind of relationship is not confined
to the human world, for relationships with the spirit world are also so con-
ceived and account for the intimacy of the relationships people of Wila
Kjarka have with these spirits.

Ultimately what defines one as jagi in Wila Kjarka is the kind of rela-
tionships one has with the collectivity as well as those the community has
with the earth spirits, which are often seen as ancestral mountain spirits.
As such, identity as jagi is not something one achieves once and for all
through a rite of passage but, rather, something that must constantly be
maintained. The people who live in other indigenous communities are
recognized as jagi because they too have these reciprocal relationships
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with each other and with the ancestral mountain spirits, As Teodosio ex-
plained to me, the difference between Jagi and qlara is not that the latter
do not have achachilas—there are achachilas everywhere—just that the
qara do not recognize them.

Following Carol Delaney’s (1991) insight that ideas surrounding birth
are not merely reflective of more generalized ideas of where humans are in
the world but are constitutive of such relationships, we can see that ideas
held by people from Wila Kjarka surrounding birth are part of a more
generalized understanding of how human beings relate to the land, the
members of their community, and the world beyond. It is through these
relationships that one’s status as Jagi is created and maintained. Since it
is through relationships that identity is created, one’s status is not some-
thing that is simply achieved once and for allin the way that, say, birth in
Bolivia makes one Bolivian in the eyes of the state. Being jaqi is not what
one is but what one does.

It should thus become clearer why migration has such a profound ef-
fect on ethnicity (Gose 1994: 64; Harris 1995). If personal identity, as |
have described it, is so rooted in place and community and the relations
of these to agricultural activity, living in an urban setting without the com-
munity, its spirits, streams, fields, and mountains, one’s sense of person
must inevitably be different, It appears then that "indianness” is so bound
up in a particular lifestyle, both from the emic and etic perspective, that
it does not long survive the move to the city. This explains why migrants
will go to such pains to maintain fields and attend rituals and fiestas; what
is at stake is not merely sentimental links with their places of birth but the
very sense of who they are as human beings.

This creates a paradox for those intellectuals who seek an Aymara na-
tional identity. They can address the educated and urbanized migrants in
terms of flags and nationhood, a language that is clearly European, but
these ideas may have very little resonance among those for whom their
sense of identity is founded on entirely different precepts, not on nation-
hood or genealogical descent, but particular practices and relationships
and, above all, a different sense of what constitutes jagi, a person. To put it
another way, this is an example of how the boundary that constitutes the
jaqi/qara distinction and that ofindian/nonindian do not neatly coincide,
That is, whereas many migrants may be regarded as indians by other urban
residents, they may not be regarded as jaqi by their natal kith and kin.

The processual and performative understanding of identity that 1
have outlined intercalates with the wider national understanding of

P
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ethnicity and race. The boundaries of difference :”_ the _,._mm&_mmmm denoted
by the terms campesino, indigena, or, more wmwoumn:ﬁm_% indio, generally re-
fer to the same people who think of themselves as jagi. 2m<mnﬂr£mwm, mo,‘e.
the latter understand the difference and the boundary across which it is
is quite different.
QBM“M:MV the analysis I have presented here it is mroEa.ﬁn nm.mmwmn Wirw
it is that, whereas indians can be seen to occupy a class position in mon_mﬁu
they do not identify themselves on a class basis and thus do .:wﬁ consti-
tute a “class in themselves” and why, although race and ethnicity would
seem to be the language to use in distinguishing them from the rest of
society, they do not see themselves as sharing a common substance or
even a common culture. Indians do, however, consistently see ”wwgmm_ém
as being different from nonindians, but they understand that m_m‘mnm:n.m
differently; whereas there is something of a consensus as 6, s&mqm. this
boundary of difference lies, how it is understood may be radically m.m.ﬁ.
ent. Even though indians and jaqis may be the same people, to be jagi is
not the same thing as to be indian. o
In the following chapter we take a look at one of the ways jagl draw
the boundary between themselves and others through Vm__mm.m in H.rm mﬁ,.
stealing kharisiri. The very real fear that the kharisiri @ao,co.rmm ___:.E_:mﬂmy
in a rather dramatic way, how jaqi see themselves as racialized beings.



